RING-TAIL. The Ring-Tail, known to the Mexicans as "Cacomixtle", and also called "Civet Cat", a name to which it has exactly as much right as the Spotted Skunk has which is none at all is an inhabitant of the lower portions of southwestern Colorado, and has been taken as high as 6,800 feet, though its usual range is no doubt much lower than that. It is a pretty little animal, about 29 inches long, the tail being about half of the total length. Buff mixed with black is the body color, and the tail is ringed alternately with black and white and has a white tip.
Really closely allied to the raccoon, it is like that animal in being a somewhat indiscriminate feeder, eating jats, mice, and other small mammals, birds, insects, and at times fruits and berries. It is strictly nocturnal.
Miners and others sometimes make pets of these animals, and find them very interesting. The scientific name is Bassariscus astutus.
MARTEN.
The Pine or Rocky Mountain Marten, Martes caurina origenes, is confined to the heavy spruce timber of the highest mountains and is rather rare, being irregularly distributed through its range. It Mice, the bodies of some of which are hardly as large and long as two joints of one's finger, and which are clothed in a soft, silky fur. Unfortunately one seldom sees them in life as they are practically exclusively nocturnal.
They have cheek pouches, or pockets with external openings, hence their name, these pouches being used for carrying food. These mice make their homes in burrows as tiny as their occupants, often about yuccas o'r among low bushes, and sometimes with little trails leading from one to another. The entrances are often closed during the day. Not all these mice make small burrows, for the large Kansas Pocket Mouse makes a good-sized hole, often going straight down into the ground. The food consists -of the seeds of any of the plants occurring in their habitat.
Pocket Mice are nocturnal in their habits. Some of the species are among our very smallest mammals. Our smaller species vary in total length from 4.5 to 5.5 inches, the tail being from 2 to 2.65 inches. The Kansas Pocket Mouse has a total length of 8.75 inches, and tail 4.25 inches.
There are six species of Pocket Mice recorded as actually having been taken in Colorado, as follows:
The Buff- 
